7/6/25,3:34 PM Howard County Council: Meet the candidates in the 2026 election - The Baltimore Banner

THE BALTIMORE BANNER

‘Time for a new generation of leaders’:
Meet the early candidates for Howard
County Council

Lillian Reed
6/19/2025 5:30 a.m. EDT
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The Howard County Council’s chamber, known as the Banneker Room, inside the George Howard government
building in Ellicott City. (Ulysses Mufioz/ The Baltimore Banner)

The Howard County Council is due for a makeover and will look very different
after the 2026 election.

While all five of the current council members could run again, three of them
have said they are running for other offices or planning to leave politics. That
means the County Council will look very different after the 2026 election.
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Kevin Chin. (Courtesy of Lockett Yee)

Kevin Chin, a Democrat, said he can see where the social safety net breaks
down in his work as a doctor at MedStar Good Samaritan Hospital in
Baltimore.

“l want to solve the root cause of why someone ends up under my care, and |
think | can do that on a larger political level,” said Chin, 37.

READ MORE

How Baltimore plans to reduce drug overdose deaths by

nearly half
Jul 3,2025
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Housing affordability is a huge issue, he said. The doctor is active in the
Howard County Housing Affordability Coalition and worries that some
essential workers, like teachers and police officers, cannot afford to live
where they work.

Howard County often emphasizes inclusivity, Chin said, “but you cannot be an
inclusive community if you are an unaffordable one.”

He’s also using Howard County’s Citizens Election Fund to finance his
campaign, which he sees as an incentive to listen to donors and voters.

District 2

Arinze Ifekauche
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